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Municipal leaders oppose plans to privatize sewer system as
Bucks County Water and Sewer Authority weighs $1.1B Aqua
bid

By Emily Rizzo · Updated Jul. 24, 2022 3:48 pm

Bucks County municipal leaders oppose plans to privatize sewer system, as Bucks County Water and Sewer

Authority considers $1.1B bid from Aqua. (WHYY News)

k

Bucks County is taking major steps forward in its plan to sell its public sewer system to Aqua

Pennsylvania for $1.1 billion — which, if approved, would be the largest privatization of a U.S.

public wastewater system.
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But municipal leaders are voicing opposition to the sale, and some are coordinating actions to

pressure the Bucks County Commissioners to keep the system public.

“We will pursue whatever avenue we �nd available to us to do whatever we can to stop the sale,”

said Barbara Lyons, Doylestown Township supervisor.

�e Bucks County Water and Sewer Authority (BCWSA) voted 3-1 on July 13 to give Aqua the

exclusive right to negotiate a sale for a year. If BCWSA approves the sale, it would mean rising

sewer rates for about 75,000 households in Bucks, Montgomery, and Chester counties. After the

BCWSA, the Bucks County Commissioners would have to approve the deal. �e Pennsylvania

Public Utility Commission would then have �nal approval. �e county also has the power to

dissolve the BCWSA.

While Aqua and BCWSA have been in communication for over a year, transparency has long

been a concern for residents, advocates, and municipal leaders. �e sale process was behind

closed doors for months until it �nally became public knowledge in April. And BCWSA

commissioners added an o�cial vote on the sale negotiation to their agenda during the July 13

regular board meeting — taking many by surprise.

�e Bucks County Association for Township O�cials (BCATO) — which is made up of

supervisors, managers, tax collectors, and auditors, and serves as a voice for Bucks County

townships — released a letter on July 15 to the Bucks County Commissioners opposing the sale.

“We recognize there are bene�ts to privatization, but they largely exist where the water or sewer

utility was not well managed or lost key sta�, developed compliance issues, and became
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overwhelmed. �is is clearly not the case here,” the letter reads.

“As elected o�cials representing townships across the county, the sale of BCWSA raises grave

concerns. We respectfully request the Authority continue operating as an independent, non-

pro�t agency, as intended when it was created in 1962 by the Bucks County Commissioners.”
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BCATO Letter to Bucks Count… by WHYY News

BCWSA has now invited the public to two “open house” meetings to discuss the sale on Tuesday,

July 26: from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Bucks County Community College, Perkasie Campus, and 5

p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Bucks County Community College, Newtown Campus.
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Local leaders say BCWSA has kept them out of the loop

BCWSA invited municipalities to a July 25 meeting with BCWSA and Aqua o�cials to discuss the

plans. But that invitation was sent on July 19, and gave municipalities until Friday, July 22 to

RSVP.
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To many, the process to collect community and municipal input feels rushed.

https://www.scribd.com/
https://www.scribd.com/document/583840906/The-invitation-from-BCWSA-chairman-John-Cordisco-to-impacted-municipalities#download&from_embed
https://www.scribd.com/document/583840906/The-invitation-from-BCWSA-chairman-John-Cordisco-to-impacted-municipalities#fullscreen&from_embed
https://www.scribd.com/document/583840906/The-invitation-from-BCWSA-chairman-John-Cordisco-to-impacted-municipalities#from_embed
https://www.scribd.com/user/393248966/WHYY-News#from_embed


8/21/22, 11:53 AM Municipal leaders push back against Bucks County sewer system sale to Aqua - WHYY

https://whyy.org/articles/bucks-county-water-and-sewer-authority-sale-aqua-municipal-leaders-pushback/ 5/14

“It’s extremely disappointing that BCWSA Chair John Cordisco and his board gave township

supervisors and managers four business days’ notice,” said Maggie Rash, president of BCATO and

Buckingham Township supervisor.

“It’s the middle of summer, people are away,” she added. “It certainly gives one pause as to

BCWSA’s interest in transparency.”

Related Content
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Resistance begins against the potential sale of the Bucks

County Water and Sewer Authority

4 months ago

In a letter to its customers announcing Aqua’s o�er, the BCWSA said the agency is committed to

engaging with public input.

“Receiving the formal o�er allows us to present it to the public and receive feedback. We’ve said

from the beginning that this would be a transparent process,” said John Cordisco, BCWSA

Chairman. “We want stakeholders, customers, and community members to have an opportunity

to review the terms of the agreement before any �nal decision is made.”

�e grassroots community organization, Neighbors Opposing Privatization E�orts (NOPE), have

long expressed issues with BCWSA’s transparency with the public.

“Our concern is that everything gets lined up so that these public hearings are just a speed bump

on the process to a preordained conclusion,” said David McMahon, founder of NOPE. NOPE will

be tabling at Tuesday’s town halls, and communicating with community members through their

Facebook page. 
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Municipalities concerned over rising rates

Under Aqua’s proposal, current sewer rates would be frozen for a year. BCWSA projected rates to

be less than $20 a month more by 2033.

Aqua can eventually increase rates to match the utility’s current rates, which are now about $88,

compared with BCWSA’s average monthly rate of $48. Aqua’s rates are regulated by the

Pennsylvania Utility Commission. Historically, PUC approves those rate increases.

In May, Aqua hiked its wastewater rates by 50% and water rates by 10%.

In an interview with WHYY News, Aqua CEO Chris Franklin said that Aqua’s rates are

unpredictable.

“We don’t know what the rates will be 10 years, 12 years, 15 years from now in any utility across

the country,” Franklin said. “Will 8% in�ation continue for more than a year? We don’t know what

the economy will bring. What we can control is the careful spending.”

Municipal leaders across Bucks County say they are concerned about rising rates for their

residents and losing local control of the public utility.

Barry Luber, Warrington Township manager, said the township’s board is against the sale and has

met with at least seven other municipal managers to discuss having their boards potentially pass

resolutions in opposition.
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Warrington sold its sewer system to BCWSA in 2019, even though the township had received a

higher o�er from Aqua.

“My board made a conscious decision to sell to the authority, realizing that rates would be much

more stable and not rise as much as Aqua’s have typically risen every time they acquire a system,”

Luber said.

Luber said Warrington is considering its “right to �rst refusal,” as a way to acquire its system from

BCWSA and back out of the sale.
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Philly’s suburban municipalities embrace electric vehicle
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BCATO also will have a template resolution for any municipality to use to make a formal stance

against the sale, and has already made a template email for municipalities to send to Bucks

County Commissioners.

Doylestown Borough will take an o�cial action soon, whether it be a letter or a formal resolution

opposing the sale, according to John Davis, Doylestown borough manager.

“�e bottom line being that, it’s our ratepayers that are going to bear the burden of this,” Davis

said. “Whoever gets the billion dollars, it’s our ratepayers that are paying… �at billion dollars is

coming from them.”

BCWSA indicates bene�ts for residents, municipalities aren’t convinced

Other municipal leaders say they need more clarity on vague promises made by BCWSA in a

letter to customers. 

“We anticipate the sale proceeds could be contributed to a fund to minimize rate increases over

the next 10 years, including a complete rate freeze in the �rst year,” the letter from BCWSA Chair
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Cordisco said.

“�e county would have an opportunity to, among other things, create a customer bene�t fund

and determine the best way to disburse the money to ratepayers in a fully transparent manner

similar to any decision the county commissioners consider,” said Brian Dries, a representative for

BCWSA.

But county o�cials did not respond to WHYY News when asked how the county would maintain

and use the funds, and how they would maintain transparency for the public on that fund. �e

county deferred those questions to the BCWSA.

Cordisco also said the county “can allocate the [sale proceeds] for needs that it deems

appropriate, such as eliminating its debt, freezing any tax increases over an extended period of

time, and other essential needs to bene�t residents.”

But critics also say it’s unfair for BCWSA customers to pay for bene�ts that may seep to the entire

county. BCWSA also serves several towns in Montgomery and Chester counties.
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In Montgomery County, Upper Dublin Township Manager Kurt Ferguson said they have not seen

details on how residents would bene�t from the sale or be included in that fund to cushion rising

rates.

“If they have a way to soften it for all of the other customers they have in Bucks County, what

would be suggested, if anything, for Montgomery County? And if they have something in mind. I

think, you know, we’re anxious to hear that,” said Ferguson.
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For Doylestown Township Supervisor Lyons, the soft statements from BCWSA are not enough for

the township to approve the sale.

“�at’s not a promise. �at’s a little soft pedaling. ‘�is could happen,’ only if [the county] wants it

to happen. Only if somebody makes [the county] do it,” said Lyons.

Get daily updates from WHYY News!

The free WHYY News Daily newsle�er delivers the most important local stories to your

inbox.

Enter your Email here

Subscribe

POLITICS & POLICY

Yardley resident petitions court to reduce the size of

Yardley Borough Council

2 weeks ago

POLITICS & POLICY

Spotlight PA

Critics call water quality bill moving through Pa. legislature

a back door to privatization

2 weeks ago

POLITICS & POLICY

a b d

https://whyy.org/categories/politics-policy/
https://whyy.org/articles/yardley-court-borough-council/
https://whyy.org/articles/yardley-court-borough-council/
https://whyy.org/categories/politics-policy/
https://whyy.org/articles/pa-water-system-privatization-quality-bill/
https://whyy.org/articles/pa-water-system-privatization-quality-bill/
https://whyy.org/categories/politics-policy/
https://whyy.org/articles/pennsylvanias-legislative-redistricting-is-done-but-its-local-impacts-are-still-unfolding/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://whyy.org/articles/bucks-county-water-and-sewer-authority-sale-aqua-municipal-leaders-pushback/
http://twitter.com/share?url=https://whyy.org/articles/bucks-county-water-and-sewer-authority-sale-aqua-municipal-leaders-pushback/&text=Municipal%20leaders%20oppose%20plans%20to%20privatize%20sewer%20system%20as%20Bucks%20County%20Water%20and%20Sewer%20Authority%20weighs%20$1.1B%20Aqua%20bid
mailto:?Subject=Municipal%20leaders%20oppose%20plans%20to%20privatize%20sewer%20system%20as%20Bucks%20County%20Water%20and%20Sewer%20Authority%20weighs%20$1.1B%20Aqua%20bid&Body=%20https://whyy.org/articles/bucks-county-water-and-sewer-authority-sale-aqua-municipal-leaders-pushback/


8/21/22, 11:53 AM Municipal leaders push back against Bucks County sewer system sale to Aqua - WHYY

https://whyy.org/articles/bucks-county-water-and-sewer-authority-sale-aqua-municipal-leaders-pushback/ 11/14

Pennsylvania’s legislative redistricting is done. But its local

impacts are still unfolding

6 months ago

  q Listen 6:03

About Emily Rizzo

Emily Rizzo is WHYY News’ suburban reporter covering Bucks and

Montgomery counties.

b @_emilyrizzo_

Read more

WHYY thanks our sponsors — become a WHYY sponsor

https://whyy.org/articles/pennsylvanias-legislative-redistricting-is-done-but-its-local-impacts-are-still-unfolding/
https://whyy.org/articles/pennsylvanias-legislative-redistricting-is-done-but-its-local-impacts-are-still-unfolding/
https://whyy-od.streamguys1.com/news/20220228KMIMPACT.mp3
https://twitter.com/_emilyrizzo_
https://whyy.org/person/emily-rizzo/
https://whyy.org/person/emily-rizzo/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsunJkl8WMGP0A5O2FkPBKQuAEcygiAr7e4ymwr4xDLn_a7JBSMTsNw5ex5eX445P8p-GHGpxlGiZito-HXLNqZRwQYXCQeuqT7MrOSaZdGgk-NezZhEe2moB7lFW9sCuzcv9l_QjwBFmH1GoeHdH-TJ0OfggQkROMkduoAbmGxZIY6aMiZagghVJ3AhNTkuLbRcdSSYAxALZaBOg4adN_88fQ_Nlmm26zn1sLd0L5QdJR6T_6LieaIiXW8U5SvJJKbERPM9oeVmwl1Ee9ua48eKcdoyd3RY3q0FFPEW_mrkGiD2lhmsBxXe76ACxmbGmaxReB1c&sai=AMfl-YSiEk3C8E2lMgt7A9T6DEHz0_Zg-1C_RYT8azc6qsO4tSJZsFHgzgR_RKXwky3GuIlvrb7jk9gjyENqZTZ1lTG2FKtZefXsHXGKex5HVkwr3-TtnlPxod8ggPIFzio&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNnsnrVPwaeh&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.willowvalleycommunities.org/visit/new-construction/&nm=1
https://whyy.org/corporate-underwriting/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssA8wYK74OQcYlPv6XtL9npQTmSrUjPf0J3VSsdwZTtOOGnAOevSICUedoCULEVp-2gUGFHHeUuJwfXohB-zHjlCIhstXoEJj3By_XSxlteprbW-fX4vf_UyilgXGkt2vtzfuTghMdver-VeObAHdrpzg_OPENBZepReV4RIdGrIhsg0J5jg1aRvJm9SeGX5iYJLZpCG7CpeGTXaQkx22Fw2RnrQliwhe0UUytkahjDO-o3EqEJbeYRk9MKI_Ty7lhNuq7gploIDy_QzSqPQDT7OfMhHnh6m5jco4B0USyGMLH9XSuCUMtpC22jftc48AuwRVFTRqLb&sai=AMfl-YReoYRb07uNuCDE-bKkds3SS3qUNlGIlz1ZfAERzZSmseHc6mca6wWqCNuYearCzF5M_zPkOwrB2U7yIgC61PfUy8QKFkidznTV5AlQo-C3khz2ABx044Oyc1cAkZI&sig=Cg0ArKJSzImbTXWAQAdL&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.visitphilly.com/articles/philadelphia/complete-guide-to-labor-day-weekend-in-philadelphia/%3Futm_campaign%3Dsummer_2022%26utm_source%3Dbillypenn%26utm_medium%3Dmia_sweepstakes


8/21/22, 11:53 AM Municipal leaders push back against Bucks County sewer system sale to Aqua - WHYY

https://whyy.org/articles/bucks-county-water-and-sewer-authority-sale-aqua-municipal-leaders-pushback/ 12/14

Top Stories

Want a digest of WHYY’s programs, events & stories? Sign up for our weekly newsle�er.

WHYY thanks our sponsors — become a WHYY sponsor

COURTS & LAW

N.J. courts make changes to jury selection process

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Philadelphia Youth Orchestra launches a jazz ensemble

POLITICS & POLICY

Bernie Sanders is rallying for workers’ rights in Philly, amid

new, growing labor movement

Enter your Email here

https://whyy.org/corporate-underwriting/
https://whyy.org/categories/courts-law/
https://whyy.org/articles/nj-changes-to-jury-selection-process/
https://whyy.org/articles/nj-changes-to-jury-selection-process/
https://whyy.org/categories/arts-entertainment/
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-youth-orchestra-launches-a-jazz-ensemble/
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-youth-orchestra-launches-a-jazz-ensemble/
https://whyy.org/categories/politics-policy/
https://whyy.org/articles/bernie-sanders-rallying-for-workers-rights-in-philadelphia/
https://whyy.org/articles/bernie-sanders-rallying-for-workers-rights-in-philadelphia/


8/21/22, 11:53 AM Municipal leaders push back against Bucks County sewer system sale to Aqua - WHYY

https://whyy.org/articles/bucks-county-water-and-sewer-authority-sale-aqua-municipal-leaders-pushback/ 13/14

 Together we can reach 100% of WHYY’s �scal year goal

 

WHYY provides trustworthy, fact-based, local news and information and world-class

entertainment to everyone in our community.

WHYY o�ers a voice to those not heard, a platform to share everyone’s stories, a

foundation to empower early and lifelong learners and a trusted space for unbiased news.

Learn more about Social Responsibility at WHYY. It’s how we live.

Contact Us

Philadelphia

215.351.1200 

talkback@whyy.org

 Delaware

302.516.7506 

talkback@whyy.org

Subscribe

21%

Donate i
Learn about WHYY Member bene�ts

i

Ways to Donate

https://whyy.org/whyy-social-responsibility-program/
tel:+1 (215) 351-1200
mailto:talkback@whyy.org
tel:+1 (302) 516-7506
mailto:talkback@whyy.org
https://us.netdonor.net/page/12775/donate/1
https://whyy.org/member-benefits/
https://whyy.org/support/
https://whyy.org/


8/21/22, 11:53 AM Municipal leaders push back against Bucks County sewer system sale to Aqua - WHYY

https://whyy.org/articles/bucks-county-water-and-sewer-authority-sale-aqua-municipal-leaders-pushback/ 14/14

Our Programs

Inside WHYY

About

Meet Our Newsroom

Employment

Sounding Board

N.I.C.E. Initiative

Contact Us

Sponsorship

Directions

FCC Public Files

 Follow Us

   

Sign up for a Newsle�er i

© WHYY MMXXII Privacy Policy  Terms of Use for WHYY.org

WHYY is partnered with  

A.I. Nation

Billy Penn

Check, Please! Philly

Community Conversations

Consider This

Delishtory

Eleanor Ampli�ed

Flicks

Fresh Air

Good Souls

Half Vaxxed

House Concert Series

Keystone Crossroads

March On

Movers & Makers

On Stage at Curtis

PlanPhilly

The Pulse

Radio Times

Real Black History

Schooled

Serum

StateImpact

Things To Do

Voices in the Family

You Oughta Know

Young Creators Studio

Your Democracy

a b  e

https://whyy.org/about/
https://whyy.org/whyy-newsroom-staff/
https://whyy.org/employment/
https://whyy.org/sounding-board/
https://whyy.org/nice/
https://whyy.org/contact-us/
https://whyy.org/sponsorship/
https://whyy.org/about/directions/
https://whyy.org/about/fcc-public-files/
https://whyy.org/connect/
https://whyy.org/privacy/
https://whyy.org/terms-use-whyy-org/
https://www.npr.org/?station=WHYY_FM
https://pbs.org/
https://whyy.org/programs/ai-nation/
https://billypenn.com/
https://whyy.org/programs/check-please-philly/
https://whyy.org/programs/community-conversations/
https://whyy.org/radio-podcasts/consider-this/
https://whyy.org/programs/delishtory/
https://whyy.org/programs/eleanor-amplified/
https://whyy.org/programs/flicks/
http://www.npr.org/programs/fresh-air/
https://whyy.org/programs/good-souls/
https://whyy.org/programs/half-vaxxed/
https://whyy.org/programs/house-concert-series/
https://whyy.org/programs/keystone-crossroads/
https://whyy.org/programs/march-on/
https://whyy.org/programs/movers-makers/
https://whyy.org/programs/on-stage-at-curtis/
https://whyy.org/programs/planphilly/
https://whyy.org/programs/the-pulse/
https://whyy.org/programs/radio-times/
https://whyy.org/programs/real-black-history/
https://whyy.org/programs/schooled/
https://whyy.org/programs/serum/
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/
https://whyy.org/programs/things-to-do/
https://whyy.org/programs/voices-in-the-family/
https://whyy.org/programs/you-oughta-know/
https://whyy.org/programs/young-creators-studio/
https://whyy.org/programs/your-democracy/
https://www.facebook.com/whyypublicmedia/
https://twitter.com/whyy
https://www.instagram.com/whyy
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMY4Z-J2HERv_dEt0wrSATw

